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ployment, give up the very natural rights and liberties of
their country, and of mankind, in the ruin of which them-
selves must at last be involved ? Are not these corruptions
gotten among the meanest of our people, who, for a piece of
money, will give their votes at a venture, for the disposal of
their own lives and fortunes, without considering whether
it be to those who are most likely to betray or defend
them ? But, if I were to produce only one instance of a
hundred wherein we fail in this duty of loving our country}
it would be an endless labour; and therefore I shall not
attempt it.

But here I would not be misunderstood : By the love of
our country I do not mean loyalty to our king, for that is a
duty of another nature; and a man may be very loyal, in
the common sense of the word, without one grain of public
good at his heart. Witness this very kingdom we live in.
I verily believe, that, since the beginning of the world, no
nation upon earth ever shewed (all circumstances con-
sidered) such high constant marks of loyalty in all their
actions and behaviour, as we have done : And, at the same
time, no people ever appeared more utterly void of what is
called a public spirit. When I say the people, I mean the
bulk or mass of the people, for I have nothing to do with
those in power.

Therefore I shall think my time not ill spent, if I can
persuade most or all of you who hear me, to shew the love
you have for your country, by endeavouring, in your several
stations, to do all the public good you are able. For I am
certainly persuaded, that all our misfortunes arise from no
other original cause than that general disregard among us
to the public welfare.

I therefore undertake to shew you three things.

First: That there are few people so weak or mean, who have
it not sometimes in their power to be useful to the public.

Secondly: That it is often in the power of the meanest
among mankind to do mischief to the public.

And, Lastly: That all wilful injuries done to the public are
very great and aggravated sins in the sight of God.
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